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After defeating the coalition of Mesopotamian kings to liberate his nephew Lot, God spoke to Abram: 

 

GENESIS 15:1, 6 

“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am 

your shield, your exceedingly great reward.’ And he [Abram] believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to 

him for righteousness.” 

 

FOLLOWING THE SPECTACULAR RESCUE OF LOT, GOD APPEARED TO ABRAM FOR THE FIFTH TIME.  

 

God’s first words to Abram were, “fear not.” As is usually the case when this phrase is used in Scripture, the 

one receiving God’s assurance has much to fear. 

 

Abram no doubt assumed that his defeat of the Mesopotamian kings 

would make him a target for retaliation. What if this vicious band of 

marauding raiders regrouped? Strengthened their forces? Attacked him 

unexpectedly?  

 

God assured Abram, “I am your shield.” The word translated “shield” 

is used metaphorically throughout the Hebrew Scriptures to portray 

God’s protection for His people. God promised Abram the ultimate 

protection—Himself. 

 

NOT ONLY DID GOD PROMISE TO BE ABRAM’S PROTECTION, BUT ALSO 

HIS REWARD.  

 

As he made his way home following the rescue of Lot, Abram 

refused the rightful spoils of victory. He refused to be obligated to the 

king of Sodom. God confirmed that Abram’s act of faith in refusing the 

spoils was the right choice. Abram not only had a reward, but an 

“exceedingly great reward” that was as certain as God Himself. 

 

Although still unrealized at the time, Abram believed God’s promise. 

He lived his faith in daily experience. God credited Abram’s faith as 

an act of righteousness. 
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“Do not be afraid, Abram. I AM your 

shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 

And he [Abram] believed in the LORD, 

and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness. 
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