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The apostle Paul explains the practical implications of Abraham’s faith in his letter to the church of Galatia: 

 

GALATIANS 3:6-11 (emphasis added) 

Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  

 

“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

And he (Abram) believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness (Gen. 15:5-6.) 

 

 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall 

be blessed.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 

 
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does 

not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 11 But that no one is justified by 

the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”   

 

On several occasions Scripture underscores the fact that Abraham was justified on the basis of his faith some 430 

years before the Law of Moses was ever given (Gal. 3:17).  Keeping the Law did not save Abraham, but rather his 

faith in God (Gen. 15:6).   

 

God’s word was clearly articulated. Abraham’s chosen progeny would bring blessing to the nations (Gen. 12:3).  

God’s promise foretold the coming of Messiah who would make redemption available to the whole world.  Today, 

all who put their faith in Messiah can like Abraham experience redemption through faith (Hab. 2:4b).   
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